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On Junior ngh School Students’ Career Development

Li Wen-Shang, Director of Educational Affairs

Today, I' dlike to discuss with you all students about the issue of career
development during the junior high school stage. Maybe i’ s a bit too earlier to
talk about how to choose a suitable job for yourselves; however, to receive the
further education after graduation is also a desperately necessary problem o
face. Chocsing a proper senior high school, vocational school, or five-year junior
college 1o study will consequently influence the choice of which department to
go to when entering the college, and even more the tendency to chocse a job
after graduation from colleges. From this point of view, career development during
the period such as aptitude exploration and inferest cultivation is very important.
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You can explore your aptitude through some related tests such as Aptitude
Test and so on, and this can be assisted by professional school counselors. We
won’ t discuss that much doout this today. Besides, during the process of choosing
a job, personal interest is an important point to be taken into consideration.
Having a clear personal interest will have a clear direction to do the career
planning. When it comes to  “interest,” | offen hear some students say:  “l know a
little about this and that. But all of these are not my interests. | ke basketball and
computer most, | am even good at online games. But | don’ t know if those can
be my jobs in the future. Besides, | don’ t know what | am interested in.”  In fact,
it'" s not hard to check your inferest. Here are some simple principles to tell. If you
are redlly interested in something or some activities (or jobs), you will---

Pay atftention: In your daily life, you will be curious about something, pay
attention to it or give more concern on it.

Have more feslings: no matter when you think or do with it, you will feel
delightful, joyful, or even excited.

Take action: you will be wiling and active to participate the things you are
interested In.

Attend persistently, enduringly, permanently: you will not give up half way
and change your mind easlly.

Form a life direction or habits: all of these will become a kind of life style.

Let me take some famous people for example. Jay Chou and Alexander
LeeHom Wang love music. Chien-Ming Wang and Wei-Yin Chen love baseball,
Ann Lee and Te-Sheng Wel can’ 1 forget about movies, and Yani Tseng
concentrate on goif. They all choose the job they have interest in. With interest,
they love their jobs so that they are willing to throw themselves info jobs for a long
time. Even if they come across difficulties, they will find solutions and never give
up, and will have some achievement and become famous in the long run.

Cultivation of your interest must go on step by step, and it is impossible to
make it at one sfroke. You can explore it through curriculum or activities planned
by schoadl during the junior high school stage. You can explors the secret of
natural science, the interest of math, the mystery of history, the elegence of
literature, and so on. Besides, if you have the chance to take part in the diverse
club activities, such as computer, cooking, PE, music, and fine arts, you may have
the opportunity to find your interest by learning genuinely in the club.

The happiest thing in life is to run your job as fo carry out your interest, which
makes your job connected with your life. That Is, “to be happy in your job, to
enjoy your life” The career development during the junior high school stage, to
make it smple, is o help to know yourselves, explore yourselves, and finlly redlize
yourselves. The last but not the least, | have a suggestion for you students, life is
limited, but learning is not. Be brave to pursue what you love and to explore what
you don’ tknow, you can create your own beautiful lives.
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